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PRESENTER:  Good evening and welcome to C arte  

B lanche coming to you f rom our Johannesburg  studio.   

Tonight  wi th  148 animals and 4 people a l ready deadly th is  

year  has rabies sp i ra l led out  of  cont ro l  in  Kwazulu Nata l .    

 We a lso meet  help less farmers in  tear  state Inanda 

whose agr icu l tu ra l  land is  being  cut  up and d is t r ibuted 

wi thout  the i r  consen t  and we meet  the young boy who 

cannot  eat  and has had to l i te ra l ly  l ive on water  and formula  

for  the past  three years.  

 In  our  f i rs t  s to rey  tonight ,  we head to Mpumalanga 10 

where a farmer was forced to get  a  protect ion order  against  

then Premier  David Mabuza and the Mpumalanga tour ism 

author i ty .   This fo l lows years of  Court  appeara nces and 

pol i t i ca l  bu l l y ing.  

 

PRESENTER:  Fred Danie l  had a b ig dream having 

made h is for tune in  in fo rmat ion technology Danie l  dreame d 

of  creat ing a luxur ious cross  border  game reserve.    

MR DANIEL:  I  need a very speci f i c  land because I  

wanted people to  come here and see mounta ins and r ivers  20 

and val leys and grasslands.  

PRESENTER:  Danie l  found what  he was looking fo r  

near Badplaas in  Mpumalanga f rom the la te 1990 he b ought  

up farms where agr icu l ture had fa i led,  c leaned up the land 

and l ined up investors.   The Development  Bank o f  South 
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Af r ica p laced R135 Mi l l ion,  Hote l  K ing  Sol  Kerzner  and 

Dubai  Wor ld R330 mi l l ion  and the Cradle of  L i fe  was born.  

MR DANIEL:  [ Ind ist inct ]  now was prepared  to bu i ld  a  

one and only on  my pro ject  and then he wanted to bui ld  

what  he cal led a B ig Five Game Reserve but  he cou ld never  

bui ld  a one and only because we needed the b ig f i ve  

permi ts.  

PRESENTER:  Things star ted  going wrong when 

Danie l  was denied the b ig f ive permi ts that  would turn a 

game sanctuary in to a wor ld c lass  at t ract ion.   He go t  bad 10 

inspect ion reports  f rom the Mpumalanga Tour ism and Parks  

Agency,  they conf iscated some of  h is  animals.  

MR DANIEL:  The Civ i l  Servants star ted every t r ic k  

in  the book and  they would say there is  a la rge ban on 

predators and then when… when you go th rou gh the  

process of  deal ing wi th that  the next  they wi l l  say there is  a  

land c la im on your property.  

PRESENTER:  Danie l  be l ieves he be came a ta rget  

when he b lew the  whist le  that  led to invest igat ions in to an 

a l leged land c la ims racket  where farm pr ices were 20 

supposedly  ar t i f ic ia l ly  in f la ted to l ine the pockets o f  a  few 

farmers,  businessmen and pol i t ic ians.  

 Forensic invest igat ions suggest ions fo rmer  

Mpumalanga Premier  David Mabuza  had become involved.   

The EFF said a f raud charge i t  had la id  against  Mabuza in  
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2015 is  now being considered by prosecutors.  

PRESENTER:  Can i t  be that  pol i t i ca l  bu l l y ing  has 

a l lowed a province as beaut i fu l  as Mpumalanga  to rot  

forc ing some publ ic  servants  to  e i ther  jo in  in  the corrupt ion  

or  neglect  serv ice  del ivery.  

PRESENTER:  Danie l  be l ieves Deputy President  

David Mabuza then Agr icu l tura l  MEC inf luenced of f ic ia ls  to  

b lock h im,  he bel ieves th is  because some of f i c i a ls  to ld  h im 

that  they had  orders r ight  f rom the top and feared for  the i r  

jobs and thei r  safety.  10 

MR DANIEL:  Imagine i f  you are a c iv i l  servant  but  

you get  an inst ruct ion f rom a po l i t ic ian that  you wi l l  lose 

your job i f  you issue Fred Danie l  a  permi t ,  what  are you 

going to do?  You are going to star t  looking fo r  excuses you 

are going to star t  v ic t imis ing the guy,  you are going to  star t  

def in ing h im and that  i s  what  happened to me.  

PRESENTER:  The land c la im on Danie l ’ s  p roperty  

were shown to be inval id .   He h as spent  near ly  R20 Mi l l io n 

bat t l ing admini st rat i ve b lockages in  Court  desperate he 

turns to the 2011 Protect ion f rom Harassm ent  Act  of ten 20 

used in  cases of  Domest ic  V io lence.  

MR DANIEL:   Then I  rea l i sed that  the Harassment  

Act  is  b road they use l ike harm i s  def ined as menta l ,  

psychologica l ,  physica l  and economical  and a l l  o f  those 

th ings we have su f fered.  
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PRESENTER:  At  the Carol ina  Magist rates Court  

Danie l  last  year  obta ined Inter im Protect ion Orders  against  

the ent i re  Execut ive  of  the  Mpumalanga Tour ism and Parks  

Agency.   Boy Nobunga had just  been appointed as  the new 

CEO.  

MR NOBUNGA: When I  received the protect ion order  

I… I  was hard ly a  month… and boom you are then a person 

who is  harassing that  person you have never met .  

PRESENTER:  Some of  the th ings tha t  are st ipu lated 

in  that  i s  an issue of  ins t i tu t ional  harassment  does he have 10 

mer i ts?  

MR NOBUNGA: There are  issues of  characters wi th in  

the whole story.   I t  used to be some boys c lub of  people  

that  were work ing  together .  

PRESENTER:  In January Danie l  a lso a sked the Court  

for  a protect ion order  against  then Premier  David Mabuza,  

appointed ANC Deputy President  in  December Danie l  feared 

Mabuza had the means to make good on a l leged th reats to  

dr ive h im out  of  Badplaas.   

 Danie l  took about  700 pages of  forensic r eports and 20 

af f idavi ts  out l in ing h is exper iences to Court  and was 

granted an in ter im protect ion order  and su spended warrant  

of  arrest  against  Mabuza… Jacques Joubert  is  Danie l ’ s  

lawyer.  

ADV JOUBERT:   I  th ink Freddie is  s t i l l  a round because of  
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the protect ion  order ,  I  th ink he was up against  and is  up  

against  fo rces tha t  are much more powerfu l  than he is .  

PRESENTER:  A teacher by t ra in ing Mabu za rose 

through the ranks to be appointed Educat ion MEC by 

Premier  Mat thews Posa in  1994,  he became premier  in  

2009.  

 Danie l ’ s  concerns about  h is  safety grew in an  

atmosphere  of  fear  c reated by  speculat ion about  corrupt ion  

and the assassinat ion of  whist le  b lowers and pol i t i ca l  

opponents in  in te r  ANC conf l ic t  in  Mpumalanga.  10 

 Mabuza has a lways denied any involvement  and 

says such a l legat ions are a smear campaign against  h im.   

Mabuza decl ined coming on camera on the  advice  of  h is  

legal  team.  Danie l  be l ieves Mabuza inst igated land 

c la imants to  march on h is p roperty.   His land was se t  a l ight  

repeatedly business associates were a lso threatened.  

ADV JOUBERT:  About  ten years ago there was a  

unlawfu l  r io t  in  f ront  of  the gate here at  Cradle of  L i fe  Mr 

Mabuza arr ived on the scene wi th  a load hai ler  and to ld the 

people they can stop now he wi l l  make sure they get  the i r  20 

land back.  

MR DANIEL:  They cut  my fences i n  brought  dayl igh t ,  

they th reatened my l i f e… I  got  a phone cal l  f rom the  local  

ANC,  they said Fred you are going to get  k i l l ed and Mabuza 

phoned me and he to ld me i f  I  do not  admi t  to  th is  land 
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c la im he cannot  p rotect  me  against  the communi ty.  

ADV JOUBERT:  He has te lephone records of  a  very 

heated conversat ion that  he had wi th Mabuza on that  day.  

PRESENTER:  Danie l ’ s  Court  papers showed  two 

phone cal l s  between h im and Mabuza that  fur ther  fue l led  

Danie l ’ s  fears tha t  there was a conspi racy to dr iv e h im out  

of  the area.  

ADV JOUBERT:  He is  prepared to take on whoever  

needs to be taken on to stand by h is r ights,  but  I  th ink that  

he does fear  f or  h is  l i fe  actual ly .   They are very aware that  10 

they are l i v ing in  a province where l i fe  can be very cheap.  

PRESENTER:  The in ter im protect ion order  fo r  David  

Mabuza to communicate wi th Danie l  or  insul t ,  in t im idate or  

abuse h im in any way.   In  February  Mabu za became Deputy  

President  of  the Country and the run up to the ANC elect ion 

Mabuza’s former boss Mat thews Pos a accused h im of  us ing  

a pr iva te [ ind ist inct ]  l ike the men f i r ing in to the a i r  in  th is  

v ideo to enforce sup port  f rom ANC branches.  

 The two men have a h isto ry and Mabuza last  year  

unsuccessfu l l y  sued Posa for  deformat ion.  20 

MR PHOSA:  The ANC members in  Mpumalanga who 

do not  l ike what  they see on v ideos send the v ideos to me 

and said look what  i s  happening in  th is  province and we 

know those people there  on the v ideos.   I t  is  not  that  we are  

guessing you know they are c lose to David Mabuza no one 
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has re ly  denied what  I  sa id .  

PRESENTER:  Two years ago,  Fred Danie l  approach 

Posa fo r  advice.  

MR PHOSA:  He came to me wi th  a whole bucket  of  

problems around the are a.   A l legat ions of  p iece of  land 

been over  va lued and our  government  been asked to pay 

[ ind ist inct ]  pr ices.   I  do not  want  my government  to  pay fo r  

land more than what  i t  is  worth.  

PRESENTER:  He feels c la ims of  cor rupt ion and 

pol i t i ca l  murders in  Mpumalanga must  be invest igated.  10 

MR PHOSA:  Close to 17 peop le have d ied i t  is  not  

a l legat ions we had to bur ry those people and they are a l l  

our  comrades we know them;  no one has been prosecuted 

no quest ions has been held as  we s i t  now.  

 There have been a l legat ions of  corrupt ion… al l  I  

want  i s  law enforcement  of f icers to  invest igate the  

a l legat ions.  

PRESENTER:  Phosa a businessman eventual ly  

bought  shares in  Cradle of  L i fe ,  the dream that  Danie l  is  

s t i l l  f ight ing fo r  in  Court .  20 

MR DANIEL:  So,  the only pro tect ion I  ha d was a  

jud ic iary and the only law in  South  Af r ica that  could  protect  

me so fa r  was th is  Harassment  Act .  

PRESENTER:  The Magist rate ordered Danie l  and 

Mabuza to come to Court  in  February to  argue whether  the 
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protect ion order  should be made permanent  or  not .   Mabuza 

senior  Advocate  denied any threat  of  harassment  sa id 

Danie l  fa i led to prove Mabuza’s d i rect  o r  ind i r ect  

involvement .  

 His appl icat ion was premise on unsubstant ia ted 

speculat ion and inadmissib le evidence and was an abuse of  

the Act  and the Court  pr ocess.   He said the Cour t  had not  

appl ied i t s  mind and the in ter im protect ion order  should be 

set  as ide.  

PRESENTER:  Is  Dan i e l ’s  use of  th is  law a genius  10 

moves,  cheeky or  is  he just  grasping at  s t raws.  

At  the Open Democracy Advise Centre or  ODAC Al ison 

Ti l l ey says c i t izen whist le  b lowers have l i t t le  legal  

protect ion unl ike  employees that  fa l l  under the Protected 

Disc losures Ac t .  

ALISON TILLEY:  ODAC has argued over  a number of  

years that  th is  i s  a s igni f icant  gap in  the  leg is la t ion.   We 

cer ta in ly  have a number of  inc idences where  whist le  

b lowers have been assassinated so we are very concerned 

about  the i r  protec t ion.  20 

 This use of  the Harassment  Legis lat ion is  novel ,  

and we are not  aware i t  be ing used in  th is  way prev iousl y,  i t  

cer ta in ly  would put  an in teres t ing  remedy in  the hands of  

whist le  b lowers.    

PRESENTER:  Joubert  u rged the Court  to  cons ider  
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what  th is  decis ion would mean fo r  whist le  b lowers  in  fu ture 

and said Danie l  would only fee l  safe i f  h is  sto ry went  publ ic .    

 They return to  Court  on Monday,  but  the case is  

not  over  yet  and for  now the in ter im protect ion order  against  

Mabuza stands.   In  a press re lease Mabu za said  Danie l  

made f r i vo lous a l legat ions inc luding defaming h im and has 

commit ted contempt  of  cour t .  

MR DANIEL:  That  af f idavi t  tha t  I  d id  i f  there is  one 

fa lse statement  in  the af f idavi t  I  can be arrested and… and 

go to ja i l  fo r  f ive  years,  now why would I  do the t rouble to  10 

set  up a very deta i led af f idavi t  l ike that .   I  do not  want  to  

tarn ish anybody’s  reputat ion I  j ust  want  to  protect  my l i fe ,  

my fami ly  and my staf f .  

PRESENTER:  Tour ism is  the cornerstone of  

Mpumalanga ’ s  economy,  but  i t  takes a good re lat i onship  

between government  and the pr ivate sector  for  i t  to  surv ive 

but  can these par tnerships  surv ive the f raud re lat ionships of  

the past .  

PRESENTER:  Danie l  d ropped the protect ion orders 

against  of f ic ia ls  because he now has permi ts and a restored 20 

work ing re lat ionship.  

PRESENTER:  As a CEO coming in to  a mess what  d id  

you have to go  in to to  t ry  and resolve th is  mess between 

the MTPA and Fred Danie l ?  

MR NOBUNGA: We… we got  hold  of  external  people to  
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go and do the invest igat ions.   He compl ied ;  we gave h im the  

l icences.  

PRESENTER:  Nobunga would not  comment  on  the  

in ter im order  against  Mabuza.    

MR NOBUNGA: The Cour t s  are bet ter  p lace… to  deal  

with the mat ter  i f  there is  anyth ing that  impl icates  any of  

the of f i c ia ls  in  the  ent i ty  I  would act  against  those of f ic ia ls .  

 Wi th the in teract ion that  I  had wi th Fred Danie l ,  

he st r i kes  me l i ke a person who has passion for  the  

envi ronment  and the ideas that  he has.   When  implemented 10 

I  th ink they would benef i t  the province of  Mpumalanga and 

South Af r ica in  genera l .  

PRESENTER:  Remember to  jo in  the show discussion  

on Twi t te r  and Facebook using #Carte B lanche.   Coming up 

af ter  the  break how did four  peop le and 148 animals  d ie  

af ter  cont ract ing  rabies and la ter  in  the show f rust rated 

farmers in  Kwazu lu Nata l  fee l  he lp less as land invaders cut  

up thei r  c rops to make way for  the i r  homes.  

- - - - - - - - - -  

[End of  Recording]  20 


